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By KELLEY BOUCHARD
Staff Writer

Mounting competition be-
tween public and private park-
ing operators at the Portland 
International Jetport has pro-
duced a strategically placed pile 
of snow, and an apology from the 
responsible city official.

The melting gray mound ob-
scures a sign that was installed 

Thursday on the back side of 
Park ’N Jet, a private valet 
parking lot that Tom Toye start-
ed operating in November on 
property he owns. The sign was 
clearly visible to drivers leaving 
the jetport’s parking garage and 
long-term parking lot.

Late Friday afternoon, at the 
end of a snow-free sunny day, a 
jetport subcontractor piled snow 

20 feet high in front of the sign, 
blocking it from public view, 
Toye’s lawyer said in a letter 
sent Tuesday to City Manager 
Mark Rees and Mayor Michael 
Brennan.

Jetport Director Paul Brad-
bury told Toye in February that 
he didn’t want the city-approved 
sign to be installed, and that he 
would take steps to block it if it 
was, said the letter from Kelly 
McDonald, Toye’s lawyer.

Bradbury admits he made 

With city apology, jetport parking feud melting away
Private lot owner Tom Toye has his lawyer fire off a 
letter to the mayor after a jetport subcontractor blocks 
Toye’s Park ’N Jet sign with a 20-foot pile of snow.

John Patriquin/Staff Photographer

A mound of snow obscures the Park ’N Jet sign 
at the Portland International Jetport on Tuesday.

By GLENN JORDAN
Staff Writer

Theo LeBlanc, an 11-year-old 
fifth-grader at South Portland’s 
Brown Elementary School, was 
4 when first he encountered the 
mascot of the Portland Sea Dogs.

“I was terrified of Slugger,” he 
admits. “I pulled a blanket over 
myself.”

Theo eventually came around, 
joining more than 7 million base-
ball fans who have visited Hadlock 
Field over the past two decades 
and enjoyed Slugger’s antics.

His dad, Justin LeBlanc, had a 
lot to do with making the mascot 
popular in the franchise’s first 
three years, from 1994 to 1996.

This spring, to celebrate the 
mascot’s 20th birthday, Justin 
LeBlanc plans one last adven-
ture: a 114-mile walk from Fen-
way Park to Hadlock Field, from 
the home of the Boston Red Sox 
to the home of their Double A mi-
nor league affiliate.

The cause is personal for LeB-
lanc, now a 42-year-old lawyer. He 
hopes to raise awareness of – and 
funds for – programs that help 
children with Tourette syndrome, 
a neurological disorder char-
acterized by repetitive involun-
tary movements or vocalizations 
called tics. Five years ago, Theo 
was diagnosed with Tourette syn-
drome.

When Theo started school, Jus-
tin’s wife, Hope, visited his class 
at the start of each school year to 
talk about Tourette syndrome and 
educate students and teachers. 
She looked around the room and 

pointed out kids: You have curly 
hair. You have straight hair. You 
have blue eyes. You have brown 
eyes. They aren’t choices. You 
can’t control such things.

This is Theo. He can’t control 
his blinking, his twitching or his 
tapping.

“So they’re all very understand-
ing,” Justin said. “We sort of live 

in a really nice bubble. Good 
school, good friends.”

A year ago, Theo started to 
become more aware of how To-
urette syndrome affects his life. 
This fall, he will jump to Mahoney 
Middle School, where kids who 
don’t know him well might not 
understand his idiosyncrasies, 
might not empathize as well as 

his grade-school buddies. Kids 
with Tourette syndrome can be 
inviting targets for bullies.

Last summer, for the first time, 
Theo met other kids with Tourette 
syndrome at a week-long over-
night camp in Georgia – Camp 
Twitch and Shout. He paddled 

SLUGGER’S PITCHING IN
A South Portland 
dad enlists the aid of 
an old friend to raise 
awareness and money 
for his son’s affliction.
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Justin LeBlanc, who animated Slugger for the Portland Sea Dogs when the mascot was introduced 20 
years ago, will join forces with his old pal as he walks this spring from Fenway Park to Hadlock Field to 
raise money and awareness for Tourette syndrome. LeBlanc’s son Theo was diagnosed five years ago.

A 114-miLe trek for tourette syndrome
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By RAY ROUTHIER
Staff Writer

Are cognac drinkers troublemak-
ers? 

That would seem to be the prem-
ise behind a Portland bar’s ban on 
two kinds of cognac – Hennessy and 
Rémy Martin – as the owners try to 
convince city officials that they are 
making the place safer.

In a letter to the police department, 
a lawyer for Sangillo’s Tavern said 
“the purchase of these liquors was 
related to detrimental conduct.”

Hennessy cognac is heavily mar-
keted to young black drinkers, rais-
ing questions about whether the 
ban has racial overtones. Hennessy 
has been mentioned in more than a 
dozen rap and hip-hop songs, and 

was called “Black America’s favor-
ite cognac maker” by Ebony maga-
zine in 2012.

Rachel Talbot Ross, president of 
the Portland branch of the NAACP, 
said the cognac ban struck her as 
“odd” but she didn’t want to draw 
conclusions without knowing more 
details. 

“I’d certainly like to look into this,” 
she said. 

Local bar sees trouble in bottom of cognac glass
Its liquor license in peril, Sangillo’s bans two brands as causes of 
unruliness. Blacks are fans of one, but it says race is not a factor.

rappers, from top at left, P. Diddy, Nas and Snoop Lion, have contributed to the popularity of cognac, 
such as Hennessy, among young black drinkers nationally. A ban on two brands of cognac at a Portland 
nightspot as a means of limiting “detrimental conduct” has raised a question of racial targeting.
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By STEVE MISTLER
Staff Writer

AUGUSTA — Flanked 
by state and county law 
enforcement officials 
and Democratic Attor-
ney General Janet Mills, 
Republican Gov. Paul 
LePage released his 
plan Tuesday to bolster 
Maine’s efforts in what 
he called its failed war 
against drugs.

The governor’s proposal 
focuses almost solely on 
enforcement and prose-
cution, calling for more than $2 million in 
new spending for 14 agents in the Maine 
Drug Enforcement Agency, four judges to 
preside over cases in the state drug court, 
and four assistant attorneys general dedi-
cated to prosecution of drug crimes.

LePage responded to critics who have 

Governor’s 
drug fight 
puts focus 
on dealers
He calls for adding 22 people to 
law enforcement and prosecution, 
but critics believe treatment and 
prevention are better strategies.

Gov. PAuL 
LePAGe
“We must 
hunt down the 
dealers.”

Please see DruGS, Page A4

By GREG MILLER, ED O’KEEfE
and ADAM GOLDMAN

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A behind-the-scenes 
battle between the CIA and Congress 
erupted in public Tuesday as the head of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee ac-
cused the agency of breaking laws and 
breaching constitutional principles in an 
alleged effort to undermine the panel’s 
multi-year investigation of a controversial 
interrogation program.

Chairman Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
accused the CIA of secretly removing doc-
uments, searching committee-used com-

Senator says CIA 
broke law, tried 
to thwart probe 
Agency head John Brennan denies 
trying to impede an investigation of 
controversial interrogation tactics.
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said his bill ignores the dire need for 
more spending on treatment and pre-
vention, saying both are important, but 
stopping short of promising initiatives 
to address either need this year.

The governor pitched his bill as a tool 
against drug trafficking, not drug use.

“We are truly losing the war on drugs 
on the streets,” he said. “This is caus-
ing an increased threat to public safe-
ty and most certainly to the health of 
Mainers.”

He later said, “We must hunt down 
the dealers and get them off the 
streets.”

The governor, along with Roy McK-
inney, director of the Maine Drug En-
forcement Agency, said the bill would 
bring the agency’s staffing closer to the 
level it was at more than a decade ago.

The agency now has 40 full-time em-
ployees assigned to drug cases, said 
McKinney. It had close to 100 sworn 
agents and employees in 1992, when 
the Legislature and Republican Gov. 
John McKernan created the MDEA.

“No area of Maine is immune from 
drug trafficking and its impact,” McK-
inney said.

“Both the volume and the complexi-
ty of investigating drug crime has in-
creased,” he said. “Maine is subject 
to ever-increasing numbers of out-of-
state drug trafficking organizations 
establishing drug markets in the state. 
And they’re also involved in other 
criminal activity, including human traf-
ficking.”

McKernan’s initiative in 1992 coin-
cided with the national war on drugs 
and drew funding from a grant pro-
gram in the U.S. Department of Jus-

tice. Federal funding has diminished 
over the years, as state and federal 
policymakers have shifted their em-

phasis from prose-
cution to prevention 
and treatment. The 
shift reflects re-
search findings that 
harsher penalties for 
drug offenses have 
increased the cost of 
jailing offenders with-
out reducing rates of 
drug use.

States have since 
adjusted their correc-
tions and sentencing 
policies. In 2012, the 
National Conference 
of State Legislatures 

found that 24 states had changed their 
penalties for drug crimes, and more 
than half of them reduced penalties to 
divert low-level offenders from prison 
in favor of community supervision and 
treatment.

At the same time, many states are in-
creasing penalties for drug trafficking, 
a path that LePage said he is willing to 
explore. When asked if he is worried 
about the capacity of the state’s cor-
rectional facilities, he said, “If we fill 
our jails and we still have more (drug 
traffickers), we’ll talk to other states 
about housing them for us.”

REPEATING A DRUG WAR FAILURE?
LePage’s bill, L.D. 1811, was criti-

cized by his political opponents and 
civil liberties advocates.

The American Civil Liberties Union 
of Maine said the bill is misguided, not-
ing that drug arrests have increased by 
nearly 240 percent since the mid-1980s 
while “abuse has skyrocketed.” The 
ACLU cited a report from the Attorney 
General’s Office that 163 drug-related 

deaths occurred in Maine in 2012, more 
than the number of deaths caused by 
car accidents.

Grainne Dunne, justice organizer for 
the ACLU of Maine, said in a prepared 
statement that the governor is repeat-
ing the failure of the drug war.

“Governor LePage himself has said 
that the war on drugs is a failure, yet 
he is proposing a continuation of those 
same failed policies that have wreaked 
havoc on our communities and our 
state budgets,” Dunne said. “The war 
on drugs is one of the most costly, most 
wasteful, and least effective govern-
ment programs ever devised. Law-
makers across the country are taking 
a smarter approach to the rise in drug 
abuse, and Maine should do the same.”

Rep. Mark Dion, D-Portland, a former 
sheriff in Cumberland County, said the 
governor’s approach is outdated.

“I have no dispute with the gover-
nor’s plan to increase law enforcement 
resources,” he said. “But without re-

sources to intervene and help people 
control their addictions, no number of 
drug agents or prison cells will be able 
to stem the tide.”

Attorney General Mills, whose office 
will get four more drug prosecutors 
if L.D. 1811 is passed, has said that 
she supports increased enforcement. 
However, she said treatment and pre-
vention should be part of the solution.

FUNDING FALLS AS MORE TREATED
A report last month by the Maine Sun-

day Telegram showed that the number 
of people seeking treatment for opiate 
abuse has more than doubled in the 
past decade, to about 4,800 in 2013. In 
the last three years alone, demand for 
treatment has increased 15 percent. 
The number seeking treatment for her-
oin abuse has doubled since 2010, to 
1,820.

In 2010, Maine spent $47 million on 
substance abuse treatment ranging 
from sober-living situations such as 

halfway houses, to outpatient counsel-
ing, to hospitals or short-term stays 
in rehabilitation clinics. Last year, the 
amount dropped by 7 percent, to $43.7 
million. The state’s share of a federal 
grant for treatment and prevention also 
decreased in that period, from $6.7 mil-
lion to $6.3 million.

LePage didn’t directly answer ques-
tions Tuesday about whether he feels 
the state is adequately funding treat-
ment and prevention programs. He said 
more policy initiatives will come from 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, but he declined to say wheth-
er that will happen during the current 
legislative session.

LePage did say that he supports a 
proposal before the Legislature’s bud-
get-writing committee to reduce the 
time that MaineCare recipients can 
receive reimbursements for suboxone 
and methadone treatments for drug 
addiction, from two years to six months.

In January, the state imposed a two-
year limit on MaineCare payments to 
people who are being treated for opiate 
addiction with suboxone and metha-
done, with certain exceptions. About 
12,000 Mainers had suboxone prescrip-
tions in 2010, according to the DHHS, 
and many of them were MaineCare re-
cipients.

LePage said he opposes a bill that 
would allow family members or care-
takers of drug addicts to get prescrip-
tions for naloxone, an anti-overdose 
drug. He said he supports the drug 
when administered by medical profes-
sionals, but not parents of addicts.

“It’s an escape. It’s an excuse to stay 
addicted,” he said.

Steve Mistler can be contacted at 791-6345 
or at:

smistler@pressherald.com
Twitter: @stevemistler
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At the State House in Augusta on Tuesday, Gov. Paul LePage announces his plan to crack down on drug dealing and abuse, saying they are “causing an increased threat to public safety.”

Cumberland County District Attorney Stephanie Anderson speaks during 
a news conference Tuesday where Gov. Paul LePage, far left, announced 
his proposal to crack down on drug dealing and drug abuse in the state.

Roy 
McKinney
director, 
Maine Drug 
Enforcement 
Agency

a canoe. He climbed rock walls. He 
played capture the flag.

“It was very empowering for him and 
it was a little scary for me to see kids 
on a wide spectrum of how they’re 
affected,” said Justin, who spent the 
week working from the library of his 
law school at the University of Geor-
gia, one town over from the camp.

THE CATAMOUNT CONNECTION
Justin LeBlanc grew up in Portland, 

graduated from Cheverus High School 
and joined the men’s gymnastics team 
at the University of Vermont. One af-
ternoon, early in his junior year, the 
athletic department was holding mas-
cot tryouts, for Charlie and Kitty Cat-
amount, as a gymnastics practice was 
winding down.

“We were watching these tryouts 
and I remember thinking, ‘This is ri-
diculous,’ ” he said. “I mean, these 
people were horrible. So I went up 
to someone and said, ‘Can I give it a 

shot?’ ”
He went into an adjacent room, 

changed into the Catamount suit, 
emerged on a musical cue and strut-
ted his stuff.

He got the job. Embracing the ano-
nymity of the costume, he was free to 
cavort and harass and act out at hock-
ey and basketball games as Charlie 
the Catamount in ways that Justin 
could only imagine. His identity was 
closely guarded on campus.

After graduation in 1993, he returned 
to Portland and became director of 
Habitat for Humanity. When the Sea 
Dogs advertised for what they now 
describe as a “mascot trainer,” Justin 
applied and, again, got the job.

Whereas his son would later hide 
under a blanket when first meeting 
Slugger, Justin loved Slugger right 
from the start. Because there was no 
plan, no preconceived notions at the 
beginning, the Sea Dogs gave Justin 
wide latitude to shape Slugger’s per-
sonality.

“It made a world of difference, re-
ally helped make Slugger who he is 
today,” said Geoff Iacuessa, the Sea 
Dogs’ general manager. “One of our 

biggest attractions is Slugger, and 
Justin’s work as a ‘trainer’ was huge.”

Justin dreamed up Slugger’s Kung-
Fu Fighting umpire skit and the steal-
ing-the-vendor’s-biscuits routine.

“Mascots can go one of two ways,” 
said Iacuessa, who joined the team in 
2001. “They can be corny and cheesy 
… or they can be Slugger, very popu-
lar and very fan-friendly.”

Although he began law school in the 
fall of 1996, LeBlanc has returned to 
Hadlock many times to assist with 
Slugger.

“After working with him all those 
years ago,” he said, “I really know 
how to push his buttons and get in his 
head.”

SLUGGER’S GOOD WORKS
The Sea Dogs will provide a recre-

ational vehicle to support Slugger-
Walk, set to begin May 4 after Slugger 
is introduced before the Red Sox game 
that day with Oakland. Justin will walk 
every step of the way. Theo will join 
in for the first few miles and all of the 
last day, May 8, when the Sea Dogs are 
scheduled to host New Hampshire.

With Slugger’s help, the Sea Dogs 
have raised more than $4 million for 
the Maine Children’s Cancer Program. 
Hundreds of mascot appearances 
through the years have contributed to 
countless other causes, from road rac-
es to school visits to community sup-
pers.

The fundraising goal for SluggerWalk 
is $20,000. LeBlanc said the money will 
be split between two youth acceptance 
programs: Camp Twitch and Shout and 

a youth ambassador program in which 
the National Tourette Syndrome Asso-
ciation trains teenagers to teach toler-
ance, understanding and sensitivity.

The donation page is at http://active.
com/donate/sluggerswalk

LeBlanc plans several training 
walks in Greater Portland before the 
big adventure, and invites supporters 
to come along. A training blog is on 
seadogs.com and the Twitter account 
is @Slugger_SeaDog.

And after the long walk from Fenway 
to Hadlock?

“Slugger and I will part after this,” 
LeBlanc said. “We will remain friends, 
but from a distance.”

Glenn Jordan can be contacted at 791-6425 
or at:

Gjordan@pressherald.com
Twitter: GlennJordanPPH
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Justin LeBlanc, appearing with Slugger during a news conference Tuesday, talks about the upcoming 
SluggerWalk from Boston’s Fenway Park to Hadlock Field in Portland. The fund-raising event begins after the 
Red Sox play Oakland on May 4. Theo LeBlanc will join his dad on part of the first and last days of the trek.

Justin LeBlanc, center, who animated Slugger for the first three years of the 
Sea Dogs franchise’s existence in Portland, will participate in a fundraiser for  
children with Tourette syndrome. LeBlanc’s son Theo is at right.

“After working with him 
all those years ago, I 

really know how to push 
his buttons and get in his 

head.”

JUsTIN leblANC
the original Slugger
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